
PRESIDENT REPORT Mark Conway 
In February we saw our Greater Newcastle Region Representative Players travel to Yamba and Illuka to play in the Inter Regionals. Our Senior Team narrowly missing making the Semi Finals by 1 shot. Our Ladies and Men’s Open Teams also a brilliant achievement in making it through to the Semi Finals but unfortunately not making the Final after some exciting final ends. All the players who played you should be very proud being selected. You played with Pride, Commitment and showed great Sportsmanship. To all the supporters, Managers of the Teams and Selectors thank you very much for being at the games and cheering the Teams on. Our Veterans Regional Team this month travelled to Forster to play and made it through to the Final. They suffered a heartbreaking loss on the last end but took their defeat in stride knowing that they played their best and were again supported by a great band of supporters and our selectors. I watched the final live streamed on a cruise ship and a few times nearly fell aboard at the closeness of the game. I had heaps of passengers cheering the Team on also. Well, done to this side who also represented our Region with a lot of pride.

I must also Congratulate at the time of writing this report the Raymond Terrace Jets Team who are at the Top of the ladder in the Platinum Pennant. Well, done and let’s hope you can continue on your winning streak. A massive thank you to the Soldiers Point volunteers and to the Club Board for your support in hosting this year’s Battle of the Ages. At present we are in the middle of the Pennant season, and we have been very lucky that we have had no cancellations through wet weather. I know that a few Saturday’s we had extreme heat and I must seriously point out that is very important that all clubs always adhere to the “Heat Policy”. Our wonderful players especially the elderly must be looked after as we do not want any of them having their health affected. Warren has sent out heaps of information out to the clubs over the past months in relation to this Policy. 
I would also like to thank Gail Lewis who has been on our Regions Match Committee for some time and has decided to stand down from her position. Gail has been involved in the sport for over 25 years and at present is on the on the board at Raymond Terrace Bowling Club as Treasurer. On behalf of Warren and our Executive “Thank you” Gail for your commitment and knowledge and best wishes to you. 
Congratulations to all those players who have been selected to trial for the NSW State Teams. Let’s hope you all are selected. 
I don’t think it’s a secret, but Warren and I have been discussing to try and have the Inter Regionals in our Region for 2027 and a few years after that. I can advise you that we are going to make application and no doubt we will be discussing this at Executive Level. To those Bowling Members who have sadly had family members or friends pass away our love and strength to you all. 
Happy Bowling



TREASURERS REPORT Don Wells
Profit/Loss year to date July 1 to March 24 
Gross Profit $220,096, Total Operating Expenses $218,756. Net Profit $1,339
Term Deposits = $500,000




WEBSITE REPORT June Evans Website Admin
GNB Website is updated weekly with current Open, Men’s and Women’s Pennant results.   To access Pennant information:
•	hover over EVENTS/DRAWS/RESULTS tab on main toolbar – drop down menu will appear
•	hover over 2025/2026 Pennants – there is a right pointing arrow with 3 submenu’s which will appear when you hover over the right pointing arrow
•	Click either Men’s, Open, or Women’s Pennants 
•	Summaries of the results for each are uploaded weekly
GNB Executives email details have been uploaded under About, Executives Drop Down menu to assist Clubs if they need to email the GNB Executives.
Club Assist documents are being updated and uploaded under Resources, Club Assist Drop Down menu - eg Duties of Umpires, Duties of Controlling Body etc.   Please check out Club Assist as there will be new documents uploaded regularly over the next few months.
Any Club wishing their tournaments/invitation days to be advertised on GNB website, please email Warren Shipley (greaternewcastle7@bowlsnsw.com.au) or June Evans (j_m_evans60@hotmail.com).  Tournaments and Invitations days are updated regularly.

MATCH REPORT Gayle Gannon 
There have been a number of representative fixtures over past months and I must congratulate all players on their selection. The Veterans suffered a narrow loss at Forster recently
Well done to all players selected for trials for the Bowls NSW Blues teams 
Jacqueline Hudson, Soldiers Point in Jackaroos para squad for Scottish 4 nations test in Glasgow 28th April
In February the Men’s and Women’s Inter Region sides competed at Yamba and Iluka.  Unfortunately, both sides were defeated in semifinals which was a great effort against outstanding competition, Senior Men and women sides were also narrowly beaten. 
Platinum Pennant after 8 rounds Raymond Terrace is on top of the table
Open, men’s and women’s pennant currently being played with Women’s Pennant to take a break for a week from 30th March for State Champion of Club Champion Singles
Junior State Championships to be held 30th April 
Congratulations to the Region players who have qualified for the Australian Indoor in August and we wish them well.
SELECTION REPORT Ian Lean
The Inter- Region Championships have been completed with good results. 
It commenced on Monday in what could be described as cyclonic weather conditions. Fortunately for the players, every other day was perfect warm to hot conditions 
The over 60's Men's Team were looking super, winning all 3 sectional games. However, they lost their quarter final match-up by a mere 1 shot in an absolute thriller. 
The Men's open team also made it to the finals. Racing out to a near 20 shot lead halfway through their semi-final matchup. However, that lead was pegged back and the went on to lose that encounter. 
The Open Women's team breezed through there section and quarter final matchups. Booking a semi-final spot. In what was to be an epic game, Natasha Van Eldik nearly pulled off a miraculous victory with her last bowl. Unfortunately, it wasn't meant to be in a close 2 shot loss. 
Congratulations to all teams/players. Hold your head up high, you played well and wore the Greater Newcastle shirt with pride. We will get them next year! 
Would like to thank my fellow selectors Adrian Solomons, Warren Flanagan, Jen Baldwin and Kathy York for all your hard work at Yamba. 
Special mention to our officials, Max Dettlebacher, Warren Shipley, Mark Conway for your support and help and ff course Jan Wiltshire and Gaye Brown, who were kept very busy at the women's event. It was greatly appreciated. Finally, the Battle of the Ages was played 22nd March at Soldiers Point bowling club with the Under 40’s claiming the event. This competition is an important event to showcase their abilities and a pathway for positions in future representative teams 

UMPIRES REPORT Kevin Bucklee
Our Last meeting of the umpires committee was held on the 29th of January at Hamilton North Bowling Club.
Discussion about a request the ruling of a bowl sitting on a toucher in the ditch with some part of the bowl still on the green Law 16.1.3 and 18.3.2 covers this the person making the request was informed of this.
We had an inquire about who is responsible for the length of a delivered jack, the committee after discussion decided that in singles it is the markers responsibility in other formats it is the skips responsibility even if the leads ask the question, then it is still up to the skips. We were also asked if the umpire could intervene if it is still not getting delivered the legal length, the law book says that the umpire must make sure that the games is played within the laws, and if necessary, warn the skips to stay within the laws.
Discussion was held about a article in the bowls NSW newsletter regarding a player requesting to come from the green because he was wearing a heart monitor because there was lighting around, he was granted this but the rest of the team stayed and played when the lighting finished when the lighting had pasted the player went to come back into the side and they wanted to disqualify the team because he came back, the laws say he is entitled to return. In saying that if there was lighting around the umpire and controlling Body should have had all players off the green.
I have had a request from Ross Wright to join our committee, and I ask the executive committee to endorse this appointment, as I have invited him to our meeting on the 18th of March.
Our numbers are low now with Gleen Baxter in Western Australia Christine having some medical problems Cohen Ridd resigning an extra person is needed.
I completed and umpires’ course at Stockton bowling club 10th March 2026, with the much-appreciated help from Ross and Kris Wright setting up the green and helping with Paperwork.
Have done some reaccreditation at Rathmines and Redhead bowling Clubs.
A reminder that although Bowls NSW notify people that they are due for reaccreditation they must get their club or themselves to go online register pay the money and have a working with children certificate before Bowls NSW will inform us that they need to be done.
